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| , | 74 Continued from Fuge 1
eral months has bedtf“exsctitive |
3 i officer, and Several times act- Lt COI MUI‘ hY
i mng con:}mander, of the 179th in-
|- | fantry in battles ranging north Ge‘:s Oak I-‘eaf
- {from the Anzio beachhead to be-| | An Oak-Leat cluster to the Silver
Hy_ond Rome. He joined the Na- Star has been awarded Lt C:*i'..i
| tional guard here in 1921 and in Preston J. C. Murphy, of Fort Col
;‘the years just before the war | lins.  Col. Murphy, a long-time
| - 1commanded Co-}npany H of the friend of Cecil Brierley of Boulder,
| | 157th as a National guard unit. |18 & veteran of all the toughest bat.
| | ‘For Gallantry’ | ﬂiesi which the “Thunderbird” di-
| . Hia® newost citation: for vision has fought in Sicily and
l - Whed Italy. Co. F of Boulder and other
P — T {| Colorado National Guard Units are
1 Oak Leaf cluster states: |1n this division, Oesa/dor com v

-‘m‘i S S

| “For gallantry in action Feb.
| IBT9=1944® in the vicinity of ;‘

| Padiglione, Italy. ~ | |
| “The main German offensive

- ti.

.1 against ,the Anzio beachhead
¢ |1 had driven back the forward
B SEE ‘| elements of the. regiment and
the enemy was attacking the

‘w4 | | regiment’s main line of resist-|
ance. The attack by enemy in-|:
l fantry and armor, strongly sup- ?
¥ ported by artillery and airplanes,
»|had been maintained for two
' |days and was continued both day |
. o . ‘B Il land night on the*I8~and-18 of
i L February.

Fort Collins Officer is Dec- | Under Heavy Fire

!} | “During this time Colonel

worafed * for - Courage :on | Murphy moved about the regl

mental positions under heavy

A“ZIO Beachhead | | fire. He visij;ed frm}t line units, +

checking their location and con-
News of the award of an Oak , dition and co-ordinating the dE-

o the: Silver ‘Star < |fense. 11
}nlc‘)eft c(lilé?tePrr;ston J. C/Murphy, | “By the orders and encourage- |
VEteram‘fi‘bfﬁglL the toughest hat«/| | me'nt he gave individuals and
tles whie, "*:'r;heﬂ*Fiftnyxﬁh*'“Thﬁm | units and the personal example
_ﬂéfﬁfﬁ&?ﬁ,“_" .";151@ ;,hagﬁiougl}tf# n| {he set, he inspired confidence in
Sicily: and Italy,;,wag ‘received| | officers and men to hold the po-.
' here yésterday: by Mrs. “Murphy. | | sition against the enemy’s des-
The award is the equivalent of peraté attempt to break through

| & geCO-nd award of the S11ver o the beachhead line. Colonel
LY KBTI o L, | Murphy’s gallantry and leader-

:ﬁ, -,‘iﬂmg," e .ﬁ.ﬁ- sa-”f‘« ri 1 |ship were in accordance with
:ﬁe i imn qt{ forf- e eco on : the h}g;h _t;gdmons of the al;med‘
131gned by Maj. Gen..; W forces. o
'Eagles; commander of ’she Forty- ) B —— —

fifth, indicates that probably it || ‘ |
was awarded for his wenksunder ||

fire with the 179th infantry regi-|;
ment of the Forty-fifth during |

anmearly-phase of the “Battles’
of the Caves” .on  thes#ANz:i:0
beavhhead in_Ttaly lastedfebru: ||
ary. |
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At ‘Bloody Ridge’ 5

The language of his first Sil-|*
ver Star indicated that it was |
given for his leadership of a bat- |
talion of the 157th infantry in|
the taking of “Bloody Ridge” |
| from. the Germans in Sicily in
July of 1943, Exact places and
circumstances were not statedﬁ;
in either citation;showever: f

Colonel Murphy, one of Fort|
Collins’ most distinguished sol-|
diers -of World war II, for sev-|:
} See Page 7, Col.
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